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THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


Dr. S.C. Michelfelder, the executive secretary of the 
Lutheran World Federation has gone to the United States. He 
travelled by plane from Stockholm on August 6. He deserves 
a rest after the extremely strenuous year he has had in 
Geneva. But his visit in America will perhaps not be very 


@ . restful. There is much work to do in making contacts for the 


Federation and in preparation of the World Assembly next: year. 

He will also give some public addresses concerning the European 
situation. He is expected back in Geneva in the middle of October. 
Work in our Geneva office will not cease, however, because the 

. program of the church is a continuing one. The undersigned will 
carry on and receive all communications to the bulletin, and do 
-his best: in caring for the program to which we are committed. 


Clifford Ansgar Nelson 
THE AMERICAN LUTHERANS VISIT POLAND 
by Dr. Clifford Ansgar Nelson, 


Lutheran Commissioner to Europe, Representing the 
American Section. 


The last issue of the News Bulletin was important: as a record of 


> the meeting of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federation 


which was held at Uppsala. We suggest that our correspondents keep it on 
file, since it contains the proposed constitution and the message of the 
conference. The first announcement of the coming World Assembly to be 
held in late June, 1947 in the cathedral city of Lund, Sweden should also 
be kept in mind by our readers. It is tobe hoped that there will be a 
large representation from the Lutheran churches of all the world who will 
come to this very important meeting. It promises to be a very significant 
gathering in which the strength of the Lutheran church can be reassessed 
after the late tragic years, and the Lutheran witness can be made vocal 
for our troubled times. 


After the Uppsala meeting, four American Lutherans went directly 
from Stockholm to Warsaw, Poland to visit. the leadership of the Lutheran 
church. In this party were Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the 
United Lutheran Church of America; Dr. Ralph Long, secretary-treasurer 
of the American Section; Dr. S.C. Michelfelder, executive secretary 
of the Lutheran World Federation; and myself. We were met at the station 
in Warsaw by Bishop Jan Szeruda and there followed three very busy days 
in which our American committee gave attention to the most pressing needs 
of the Polish Lutheran church and studied the reports of need on which 
American gifts will be based. To see Warsaw is an experience. 
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The city has sarned the dubious distinction of being the most destroyed 
city in Europe. Heaps of ruins and rubble meet the eye everywhere. A 
visit to the former ghetto, the old city, the cemeteries, and the places 
where once great institutions of mercy stood is a revelation of the 
tragedy that overwhelmed this once great capital. It is said that not 
less than 700,000 people lost their lives here during the war years, 
including 300,000 Jews. In Warsaw not less than 85% of the homes have 
been destroyed, so housing conditions are exceedingly poor and people 
to-day are living in greatly overcroweded conditions. 


A great putlic service of worship was held in the circular ruin 
of what once was the beautiful Holy Trinity church of our faith in 
Warsaw. It was a moving experience to be present and for us Americans 
it is a sacred memory that we shall never forget, to have kneeled for 
the holy communion in this place together with the people of this 
parish. Even though it was a week day, a large number of people were 
present at this service, and greetings were brought by members of our & 
American committee. The two pastors of the church conducted the lovely 
liturgical service. The worshin was a celebration of the first anni- 
versary of end of the insurrection of last year. Our committee also 
visited the deaconess home Tabita outside Warsaw. The main hospital 
building there is now used by the government for housing of employees. 
It. is honed that it will not be long before the church can resume its 
ministry of mercy. The need for Polish deaconesses is very great, to 
take care of the various institutions that are in need of suvervision. 


After the three members of our committee had left Warsaw to 
return to Sweden on their way back to the United States, I remained in 
Poland to make further investigations into the needs of this country. 
cn Sunday morning I preached in Warsaw, the service being held in the 
chapel, because of the uncertain weather. An enormous congregation was 
assembled in the rooms and a large overflow stood in the courtyard and 
listened through the open windows. 


During the days of August 5-7, I attended the pastoral conference 
in Lodz and was very much interested to meet the pastors and hear the © 
discussions at this first meeting held since the years of the war. An 
‘other article in the bulletin gives a further description of this 
meeting. 


With Bishop Szeruda I travelled through parts of.Polish Silesia. 
`n In several of the cities we passed by churches that have been taken 
over by. the Roman Catholics. Bishop Szeruda has: made representations to 
the government in this matter, and it is sincerely hoped that there 
will be a legal and moral arrangement worked out so that this will not 
remain a difficulty. In some areas the Lutheran population has shrunk 
to small numbers. In the city of Tomoschow, for example, there were 
formerly 11,000 Lutherans and now there are only 80 registered. In 
this city we visited the pastor, who lives in the parsonage, but the 
large -church is used by the Catholics for their military services. 
Lutheran worship is held in a smaller chapel. In another community, 
Rawa, we stopped and looked through the ruins of a once lovely church. 
Here there were formerly 2500 Lutherans, and now the report was that 
only one remained. The pastor in the neighboring city was not even able 
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to find that one person. And so the story of a decimated church con- 
tinues in many places. At Miehowice we stayed over night at the famous 
"Mother Eve" orphanage. It is a complete colony of buildings, housing 
about 150 children. The last of the German deaconesses who remained 
here, 13 in number, were only recently taken away for transfer to 
Germany. It was said they were still in a camp, doing hard work in 
the fields. It is a great loss to the institution to lose these well- 
trained workers. Only 5 Polish sisters now serve this institution. 

The church was badly damaged, and the deaconess mother house was in a 
deplorable state, with straw on the floor where the Russian military 
had quartered their horses. The following day we visited a very poor 
village where the church and many other buildings were destroyed, and 
on this day a small chapel was dedicated for worship, next to the 
ruined church. The poverty of this area is very evident, but the great 
company of people who crowded the chapel within and without, seemed 
exceedingly grateful for their improvisation of a house of God. 


In Dziegielow we stopped to visit two large and well-conducted 
orphanages and the deaconess mother-house. Here the sisters were carry- 
ing on a splendid work with small resources. Shortages of all kinds of 
material are in evidence, it was even pathetic to hear that the sisters 
are distressed because they have need of shoes. In nearby Cieszyn we 
visited the very large Lutheran church and stayed over-night with the 
pastor, Rev. Michajda. 


A visit to Mazuria 


A special object of my visit was the East Prussian area that 
now goes by the name of Mazuria. The losses of our Lutheran church 
here have been enormous. The great German population there has gone, 
and the native people who remain are in desperate condition. Many cities 
and villages have been utterly burned and destroyed. We passed through 
villages that were entirely empty, with only ruined buildings in evi- 
dence. The lovely lake region that once supported a thriving farm 
population, is now untilled except for what little can be done by the 
women who even harness themselves to the plow to try to grow some food. 
A plague of mice and rats has recently done terrible damage to the 
inadequate corn and small grain crops. Wild boars also are a terrible 
scourge in the potato fields. Horses and cows are lacking almost 
entirely. One whole congregation of 800 people had only one cow and 
one goat among them. Food is exceedingly short, and the prospects of 
a widespread famine in the coming months is certain, unless something 
can be done to relieve the situation. Medicines are very scarce and 
illness is rampant. Venereal disease among the women is as high as 50 
to 60% as a general rule, and there is so little medical help being 
given to relieve the situation. Such misery as is evident is scarcely 
matched anywhere. The coming winter will be a death dealing time un- 
less we can come to the rescue. These people have no rations of fat or 
meat or UNRRA parcels because they are counted farmers, which they are 
not. 


The religious situation is only beginning to be met. The Polish 
Lutheran church has now sent 8 pastors in this arsa who are working 
heroically to provide some worship service to the people. They are 
overburdened. These 8 ministers have not less than 65 churches and 
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preaching, places diyided among them. One of. these men is trying to 
onduct worship in 15 different..places,; with; much, of. his transportation 
pee to. be. done afoot.,In other. sections the Methodists are sending 
preachers. and. bringing some material relief. In a number of churches, 
the people. had: gathered to meet our party and to hear a word of the | 
help: that. we. wish to bring them. They gathered about us and cried for 
bread and. milk. I shall. never forget to my: dying day, this moving 
exverience of travelling about among this distressed people. Their men 
are; dead, or are in Germany, or Russia, and the women and children and 
old. people are left to carry on alone..I saw:no smiles and heard no 
fone but I.was amazed at the way these people sang their chorales 
when they were in their churches. It was a cry from out of the depths 
of suffering, people's souls. Their faith in God.is all that is left to 
ehem.. It was easy for me to stand before them and urge them to hold 
fast to God, because that was their chief treasure, but it is much more 
difficult to actually believe and trust in Him in the.midst of such 
obstacles. Political conditions make them oppressed, and they are being 
urged to accept. Polish citizenship. Many of vhem | are psychologically 
eer opated to: do that. Theirs is a hard lot. 
pee I. have come er from.this journey. vith an ache in my heart for 
these, people... Something must be cone for them immediately. It was 
fortunate: that. Rev. Daniel Cederberg, treasurer of the Swedish Lands- 
lrommittee of the Lutheran World Federation was also with me on this 
journey. He has been pastor of the seamen's church in Cdynia for seven 
years before the war, and is conversant with; Polish conditions. To- 
gether we were shocked by the conditions which we found. We are de- 
termined: that. something must. be.done at once to.relieve the situation. 
He willybring the story to the atte ntion: of- our Swedish. Lutherans, who 
have.a vary vital interest. in:Polanãa-and-perhaps. together we shall be 


earable, to, institute a program of relief, that. can be a pogaond to these 


sfellow-believer Si. This is Lutheranism! s: task. 


WHERE ARE THE BALTIC IC. LUTHERAN St t © 


——— — 


by Dr. Cliffore Ansgar. Nelson. 
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I have just returned Ben a ` 4000 mile- journey through Germany. 
My mission this time was not to make contacts with the German churches, 
but. I was sent. to another. group entirely.: I went in. the interest of 
our. church to seek out the Protestant people among the Displaced Persons 
communities that are found in Germany. And now: that I have returned 
to. Geneva, there remain with me a great. many memories and impressions 
from my visit. Among the ruins and poverty of Germany are these large 
numbers of camps where live the uprooted, homeless refugees and exiles 
of other lands. They are at present well cared for through the genero- 
sity of the UNRRA program as far as their tuysical needs are concerned, 
but man does, not live, by bread alone. Their: spiritual needs.are more 
clamant..It is difficult to be among the unwanted strangers and 
sojourners in a. foreign land and to. have, to live on. the genercsity of 
the outside: world. Their.need is ours to fill, and our churches are 
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planning a program of assistance to render spiritual ministration and 
encouragement in the months that lie ahead. 


Most interesting to our churches is the story of the Baltic 
Lutherans. So little has been known of their whereabouts that a brief 
explanation is necessary. Last year when we began to assess the remnants 
of Lutheranism on the continent, the fate of these peoples was little 
known and we wondered if they had been crushed completely. Now the 
story is ready to be told, and we must be made aware of the continvin, 
call for our aid that comes to us from these brave, freedom--loving 
peoples. Their destiny is an uncertain one, but because their hope is 
unknown as far as the future is concerned, it must be our business to 
follow them with a spirit of helpful Christian guidance and love, 


The three Baltic nations, Esthonia, Latvia, and Lithuania are 
among those peoples who after the first war achieved an amazing national 
self autonomy and by virtue of their eager love of democracy, made for 
themselves an enviable record in statehood. Now at last they were free 
from the shackles of the past and they demonstrated as few peoples in 
history what they could do for themselves. They were thrifty and wise 
in their establishment of economic and cultural standards that were 
among the highest in the world. With a Nordic passion for free in:*itne- 
tions they made a name for themselves under the sun, against many 
international difficulties. 


Their independence was short lived, however, As the shadows of 
fascism and totalitarianism descended upon Europe, the Baltic countries 
became the objects of the jealous lust for power. Botn from the East 
and from the South there were dictators who eyed these countries with 
envy and planned to take them into their orbits. In 1940 came the first 
of the invasions when, after a program of propaganda in the interest of 
communism, the Soviet troops forcibly took over in all three lands and 
enforced a. rigid rule over these peoples. They were no longer free, bur 
helpless tools under this strange system that had little room in its 
set-up for the church or the natural Western cultural institutions. 
During those months these people learned to know through experience 
what it is to live under the restrictions of freedom. There is not 
room here to elaborate or illustrate the story, but I have listened to 
the tales, and have the documentation before me that shows what happens 
to a state that must submit to the infusion of the communistic rule. 
Next came the new invasion, which was meant to be a liberation, from 
the Nazi side. If any of the Baltic believed that this new condition 
was to be release from tyranny, their illusionwas short-lived. Vast 
assassinations of Jewish populations, new restrictions and taxations, 
and a terrible plunder of resources to feed the Nazi machine during 
1941 to 1944 were the common lot of all three of these staunch nations. 
Slave labor and forced soldiery in the Nazi program were added to all 
the other insults. 


But even this was not enough. The three Baltic lands lived 
through still another invasion and so-called liberation. In the fall 
of 1944 the news went abroad that the Eastern power was again at the 
gates to drive away the German conquerors. The sound of battle was again 
heard in the countryside, and quidkly the decision of hundreds of 
thousands was made to leave their homes and their farms, their beloved 
country and their possessions, and flee as quickly as possible. The 
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first impulse of most of the Latvians and Esthonians was to get to 
neighboring Sweden, and about 26,000 Balts did make their way in boats 
and launches and all kinds of craft to that country. The rest took a 
handful of belongings and made their way to Germany. 


It is that group of Balts in Germany that I went to visit. The 
larger number of Esthonians out of the 31,000 people from that country 
receiving UNRRA assistance in Germany are Lutherans; and also the 
majority of the 97,000 Latvians in the same classification, since the 
Lutheran church was the established church in both lands. Of the 59,000 
Lithuanians in Germany, appraximately 11,000 are Lutherans, the rest 
being mostly Roman Catholics, with a small number of Orthodox. Some 
other thousands are living in Germany who are not provided for by the 
UNRRA program, and I would therefore estimate that we have a group of 
Lutheran nationals probably running up to nearly 200,000 people who turn 
to us for spiritual support and assistance. 


My visit in the many camps conducted by UNRRA has revealed to QO 
me one of the finest groups of Christian people that I know anywhere. 
Intelligent, skillful, thoughtful, orderly, freedom loving, artistic, 
democratic-minded, are some of the adjectives that I would use to describe 
them. We simply must take their cause seriously and be of help to them 
or we are untrue to the very heart of our faith. 


An UNRRA D.P. camp among the Balts is always well organized and 
always clean. Some native is chosen because of leadership to be the 
camp leader and to organize the community. Those leaders are usually 
men who have been chosen from the teaching group or one of the professions. 
They organize schools, dental and medical clinics, the food supply and 
housing, under the direction of UNRRA. The pastors of the churches who 
have followed their people are scattered among the camps’, an attempt 
being made to make available to all the people the possibility of church 
services. Housing is either in homes and apartments where they live 
under very crowded conditions, or else in some of the barracks and 
military housing formerly used by the German armies. Family life is 
safe guarded by permitting families to live together, usually in one 
room. This is not ideal, of course, but with the tight housing condition 
in Germany to!day it is the best available. Food is provided by UNRRA 
in cans, and the calory content is considerably above that of the 
German populace. In the British zones the D.P.'s were provided with 
1800 calories and in the American zone it was currently 2200. Clothing 
is also provided in limited quantities, although many are poorly clad. 
Earthly possessions of each little family are, of course, very limited. 


The church ministry is also well organized, since the leader- 
ship of the churches and the majority of all pastors are among the 
refugees. Usually the pastor is given some slight preference in the 
housing, and the leaders among them have a little desk for their offices. 
The archbishop of Latvia, the Rev. Grtinbergs, is living at Esslingen 
from where he conducts the affairs of his church with provosts in 
various regions who care for their areas or zones. Archbishop Grtinbergs 
is now an aging man, and it was moving to visit him in his little room ' 
and have him show me the staff that he used as his pastoral staff in the 
homeland. He still has the bearing of a fatherly bishop for his flock, 
and keeps a concern for all of his people. The archbishop of the 
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Esthonian Lutheran church is in residence in Sweden and conducts his 
ba a work in Germany through three assessors who are responsible to 
m. i i ) 


Church services in most places are conducted in the school room 
where an altar is improvised each Sundąy, or in some of the communities 
there is permission to use some nearby local German church building at 
odd hours. The church is functioning, and ministering to its people, 
that is the important thing. I visited the church services each Sunday 
and had a chance to tell these people that we pray for them, and that 
the arm of love of the Lutheran Church of America is reaching out to 
them also. Their joy over our concern for them is overwhelming. They 
are quite sure that America is’their hope, and almost naively they pray 
that we shall deliver them and let their cause be known. It is on my 
conscience now and I am unhappy with them, until some new plans can be 
developed for them. 


® Their needs for churchly equipment, Bibles, Hymnals, religious 
literature, communion supplies, pastors vestments, candles are needed 
in many places and we are making plans now to see that proper channels 
for sending such supplies shall be found. We are also cooperating with 
the Refugee Commission of the World Council of Churches to provide some 
directors who can visit them and understand their needs and give 
encouragement and advice to them. It is simply a matter of following 
the Master's suggestion of visiting the homeless and being concerned 
with the forgotten. I know that all the donors to Lutheran World Action 
will rejoice to know that we will be giving a large measure of assistance 
to this most worthy group of our fellow-believers. 


And what are their prospects for the future ? What will become 

of them ? That is the question that is uppermost in their minds, and 
on that it is difficult to answer. Their first hope is that they might 
be permitted to go back home, but under existing conditions that is 
impossible. Even when they have been urged by propaganda to return, 
they have stoutly refused. It is also obvious that they cannot for long 
© remain wards of charity. Nor can they hope to stay forever in Germany, 

which is already overcrowded and cannot be expected to be the permanent 
homeland for these peoples. Their presence is one of the social problems 
in the present state of Europe. Will there be a country across the seas 
that will take them in ? Will it be some place in South America, Austra- 
lia, Canada, Alaska ? Only a very limited number are permitted to go to 
the United States under the immigration quotas. I am convinced that our 
statesmen are going to have to seek a satisfactory solution to this 
problem. The situation becomes complex because it is' obvious that Russia 
is not interested in their welfare, because from her point of view they 
are regarded as belonging to their home country. Perhaps we Lutherans 
will have to do some seeking and finding of a homeland. 


I have looked into the eyes and had an insight into the hearts of 
brave and valiant Lutheran pastors as I have travelled about in Germany 
in the D.P. camps. They are having a hard timo to keep up their morale 
and the spirit of their people. There is no work for most of the people 
except oecasional domestic work and the maintaining of the camps. Some 
of the pastors are shabby and wish they had a decent suit to use in their 
ministry. Some are slowly becoming disheartened in these conditions. 


= BG 


The greatest majority, however, are carrying on in trust and faith and 
keeping their hearts turned to God, praying quietly for His guidance. 
My heart and my sympathy goes out to them and I lay their cause on the 
heart of the Lutheran people of America. Let us intercede and plan for 
their future. 


In Munich I met a splendid young theologian and pastor of the 
Lithuanian: Lutheran church. He was asked to look after all his people 
in the American zone. For months he had dreamed of going to America, 
and at last through some Swiss friends he had been given a call to 
become pastor of a Lithuanian church in the United States. He was 
exceedingly happy about it, until his conscience played tricks with him. 
No, he is not going to the land of the free. And why? He has decided 
that it is his duty to stay here and lead his people. He dare not abandon 
them. I call that moral and spiritual courage and I honor it. That is 
a symbol of the faith of these fine Lutherans whose story is a modern 
tale of persecution and adventure and tragedy. God bless them ! We must 
be their friends and brothers. © 


The following is a letter from a Baltic Pastor in Germany. It 
is typical of many we have received. In it can be seen the needs of 
this whole group. - 


To the Rev. Mr. Clifford Ansgar Nelson, D.D. 
Representing the American Section of the Lutheran World Convention. 


As unto a light that shineth 

in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day star arise in 
your hearts (2.Peter 1.19). ` 


‘aa As a sunbeam in a dark night was your visit. in my small D.P. camp 
room, which brightened our lives sinking into the mists. We lived and 
worked as Christians and as a cultural nation in our beloved Estonian 
home, which always has been a theatre of war for our big eastern and 
western neighbours. Your kind visit brought courage and hope. to us, and 

we know now, that the American Section of the Lutheran World Convention 
think of us unhappy homeless refugees, who had to leave their dear 

native land and places of labour. = 


I, Friedrich Stockholm, (senior), was born on October lst 1884 at 
Tartu, Estonia. I was a member of the Ev, Lutheran Consistory of the 
Estonian Republic and parson of the greatest Estonian parish, the 
Evs Lutheran Charles Cathedral Parish at Tallinn, (the Estonian capital 
on the Gulf of Finland), I was also a member of the Chief-Administration 
of the Estonian Red Cross and Director of its Welfare-Detachment. My 
eldest son Uno Stockholm (born 20.01.1912 is a Bachelor of Divinity and 
aids me as assistant clergyman, - my middle son Friedrich Stockholm 
(born 22.09.1914) was an organist of the Charles Cathedral Parish in 
Tallinn and also pianist. My youngest son William Stockholm (born 24.09.15) 
is a lawyer. My wife Helene (born 12.06.1885) is a teacher. 


“os 


In the autumn 1944 (September) we had to leave all we possessed 
and flee from our dear home. We wanted to escape to Sweden, where the 
Ev. Lutheran Church is nearer to our own. But this failed... Then we 
tried to hurry through collapsing Germany, often in great danger from 
falling bombes and misery to meet the British and USA liberators, who 
oo our country, nation and church already once before, in 1918- 


Now we stay here in Oldenburg, Estonian Camp Bloherfelde as 
D.P.'s. We are very thankful to UNRRA for its aid and care. 


But to return home to our Estonian home seems to be quite impossible! 
We would be very happy and thankful, if we could be carried away from 
the destroyed Germany to USA or Great Britain or the British Dominions 
where we could start a new life and work, - we have here clergymen, 
physicians, engeneers, musicians, teachers, workmen, farmers, fishers, 
etc.. Camp life influences them abasingly and badly it can't last so 
for a long time. 


Our Estonian people are a believing and religious people, 90 
percent of us are Ev. Lutherans. In the Churches and camp-halls here, 
assisted by my elder son, I hold divine services, bible lessons and 
services for children (sunday-school). My second son is also the 
organist and musicteacher here. 


But such a life without a firm aim and hove becomes intolerable 
for a longer time. The clothing question causes us troubles, also the 
shortage of vitamins and food and on the whole the life of supported 
paupers is abasing and hard, for we still want to work, to build up 
and to live a normal life in Christian svirit somewhere in USA or in 
the British Dominions. 


In my name and the name of the members of my family and if 
possible in the name of many Lutheran Ustonians I ask you for your 
kind help, that we could be carried away from Germany as soon as _ 
possible to America, Australia, or South Africa. We would be content 
with every thing and promise you as faithful Lutherans honestly to 
pay the expenses of our transport and so to live as Lutheran Christians 
everywhere where God the Almighty destines us. 


Thanking you from all my heart for your visit, which alas was so 
short and for your gifts, we hope that through your help in the night 
of our sorrows the twilight-day-blush of a new life may arise through 
God's grace. 


Oldenburg, 6th July 1946. Fr. Stockholm 
Right Reverend. 


"And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we 
shall reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore opportunity , let us 
do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household 
of faith." 

Galatians 6:9-10. 
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© THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF POLAND MAKES A NEW BEGINNING 


Some impressions from the Pastoral 
Conference of the Polish Lutheran 
Church held at Lodz, Poland, 
August 5-9. - Excerpts from an article 
by Dr. Clifford Nelson. 


"This was the first meeting of all the pastors that had been 
held since before the beginning of the war. Their coming together now 
was the renewing of the bonds of friendship for men who had beén 
separated during the terrors of war and the revolution. I watched them 
as they met in the parish house next to the church, and as they fondly 
and affectionately kissed each other on both cheeks and held to one 
another for a long time in recognition of reunion. In this group of 
pastors, this characteristic greeting among Polish men seemed like the 
kiss of peace in the ancient: church. Not less than 51 pastors travelle@ 
from all parts of Poland to be present. This number from a total of 
63 pastors who remain in this church." 


A dramatic moment 


"To me it was a very moving thing. when the bishop at the - 
opening of the pastoral conference in the parish hall, began with a 
memorial to the pastors who had died during the war. Slowly he read 
the list -f 21 pastors who had died in concentration camps during the 
horrible years just past. At the head of the roster was the name of 
the well-known Dr.Bursche who had been the last bishop of the Polish 
church. I wonder if ever a pastoral conference since the time of 
Diocletian has ever been opened under such dramatic circumstances. Not 
less than 46 ministers have suffered imprisonment during these years. 
19 died in prison, and 2 shortly after returning home. That list of 
names is a testimony of the suffering of these Lutheran brethren. I 
felt. very humble to be among these men and to talk with them and-look 
into their eyes as. they told me their stories. Some of them have been 
in prison as much as 6 years, and are now returning to take up the 
Lord's-work. I'll never forget them, and if we are tempted to be 


“critical of the slowness of progress in this group, and their diffi- 


culties in stirring new enthusiasms, we will have to remember that 
they have been through terrific trials." 


"Presiding over the conference was Bishop Jan Szeruda, who 
directly after the close of hostilities last year was elected pro- 
visional bishop and leader of the church until a new synod can be 
summoned. He is Professor of Old Testament in the Theological Faculty 
of Warsaw, and because he has the confidence of the clergy he was urged 
to accept the office of bishop against his own wishes. He is a modest 
man of scholarly bends of mind, and a very sincere and devout faith. 
Not flashy or agressive in personality, but he looks to be just the 
kind of leader with calmness and firmness such as these trying times 
demand. Polish peovle are apt to be passionate and erratic to-day, and 
bishop Szeruda fits the need of his time. He knows the bhurch and has 
his own plans for the functioning of the church of Christ in the midst 
of his nation. We can have confidence in his loyalty to the great 
tradition as he guides the destiny of Polish Lutheranism." 
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New clothes for the pastors 


"As the conference was in session the first day, a large truck 
arrived from Warsaw and deposited several large crates that had arrived 
from Sweden. They proved to be boxes of clothing which the church people 
of Sweden had gathered and sent for the pastors. In an upper room in the 
church, the bishop's wife and a groun of helpers unpacked the crates and 
distributed the clothing. There was enough so that every pastor was 
given a new suit, an overcoat, some underwear, shirts, socks, and a pair 
of shoes. Likewise there was a dress, some underwear and a pair of 
shoes to take home to the pastor's wife. Every pastor was as happy as a 
child as he packed his bundle to take home. That is the kind of help 
that this church at present appreciates very heartily.” ed 


O NEWS FROM AUSTRIA 
Dr. Georg Traar reporting. 


The Lutheran Church in Austria has recently raised the number 
of its dioceses to 6 by a new division. Tne necessary elections of 4 
new Superintendents has already taken place. For the diocese of Vienna 
Landesjugendpfarrer Georg Traar was elected; for the diocese of Nieder- 
Oesterreich Stadtpfarrer of Baden, Dr.Fritz Heinzelmann; for the diocese 
Steiermark Pastor Achberger (former Grébming), in the diocese Kärnten 
Pastor Dr.Zerbst (former Weissbriach). As soon as the Austrian Cabinet 
Council has confirmed the election (the right to do so is based on the 
Protestant Agreement of 1861) the solemn installation of the. 4 new 
Superintendents by the Bishop of the Landeskirche will take place. 


In the beginning of August a holiday course was arranged for the 
fellow-workers of the Landesjugendpfarrer in the closed Evangelical 
farmer's village Techendorf am Weissensee. Mors than 70 persons parti- 
Q cipated at this meeting. Besides the daily Bible- and Catechism-work, 

the program included the discussion of important questions. The direction 
of this conference was in the hands of Pastor Traar. 


The Evangelical Landesjugendpfarramt in Vienna recently received 
again a valuable gift through the Senior chaplain of the American 
occupation troups, i.e. 600 Lutheran Bibles, which will somewhat help 
to cover the urgent needs for Bibles and New Testaments. 


The decision of the Lutheran churches of Vienna, to start the 
reconstruction of the Evangelical school at the Karlsplatz.in Vienna, 
which was’ burned to a ruin in April 1945, has experienced an excellent 
strengthening by the fact that the Lutheran churches of the United 
States will take care of the reconstruction of this old venerable 
Evangelical place of education:as their own special concern. The first 
estimate which, owing to an increase of the price for material and for 
salaries, will be overcome, amounts to 1.200.000 shillings. 


From 21-26 October 1946, after a forced interruption of 9 years, 
there shall again take place the Evangelical Week at the University of 
Vienna. Wellknown theologians have been won for collaboration. Besides 
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the church historian of Zurich, Professor Dr.Blanke, two excellent 
Lutheran theologians will participate: from Germany the wellknown 
leader of the Confessional Church, Oberkirchenrat Dr. Hanns Lilje of 
Hannover, for many years general secretary of the Lutheran World 
Convention; from Sweden the participation of a leading theologian of 
the Swedish Lutheran churches has been promised. 


FROM FRANCE 


We shall not give any long report from France in this issue of 
the Bulletin, but the following telegram from the historic and important 
Lutheran school at de Glay, in the Montbéliard synod shows that there 
is progress in the rebuilding of the school. An article in a later 
issue will tell further the story. Suffice it to say that a substantial 
amount of money fas been received from the Reconstruction Department at 
Geneva and that the buildings are being put into condition for the 
opening of the Institute in the fall. The American Lutherans have been 
glad to participate in this venture. Here is the telegram that was 
received the other day from Dr. René Voeltzel, the director : 


"Michelfelder Nelson 17 Malagnou Geneve ' 

THE GLAY COMMITTEE EXPRESSES TO THE AMERICAN CHURCHES AND TO. THE 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE WORLD COUNCIL ITS PROFOUND GRATITUDE THE MOTTO 
OF OUR INSTITUTE REMAINS TRUE - GENESIS 22:14 * =- VOELTZEL" 


* That passage of Scripture reads: "And Abraham called the name of the 


place Jehovah-jireh: as it is said to this day 'in the Mount of Jehovah 
it shall be provided'." EONI 


FROM THE -LUTHERAN CHURCH OF HUNGARY 


The constitution of the Church is Synodal Presbyterian; the 
smallest legal unit is the parish (Ecclesiastical Community) the heads 
of which are the pastor and the lay-president, called inspector of the 
parish; both are elected by adult charge members; they are assisted by 
church elders who are also elected, and the parish assembly consisting 
of adult male church members. Several parishes form a so called 
"ecclesiastical circuit" (German senoriat) the head of which is the 
elected dean who must be a parish pastor as well.and the elected. lay- 
president, called inspector of the circuit; they are assisted. by 
elected elders and the assembly. Several circuits form a diocese, the 
heads of which are the bishop and the lay-president,.called inspector 
of the diocese; both are elected and are assisted by elders and the 
diocese assembly. The four dioceses together form the Central Lutheran 
Church of Hungary, heads of which are the elected lay-president for 
life called inspector general of the church and the bishop senior in 
rank; they are assisted by the central body of Church elders and the 
general assembly of the Church. In fact each diocese has a very great 


- 13 - 


measure of independence, the main task of the inspector general con- 
sisting in coordinating church affairs and representing the Church in 
its foreign relations,and before the secular authorities. The inspector 
general has an office, the head of which is the secretary general of 
the Church, who must be a pastor. - The role of the lay-presidents from 
the parishes to the general inspector, is mainly to help to represent 
the Church before civilian authorities, whereas ecclesiasticl admini- 
stration rests with the parish pastor, with the dean and the bishop. 
The present constitution of the Lutheran Church of Hungary is the re- 
sult of a long historical development. The pastors in the 16th and 17th 
century asked the protection of influential lay-men against persecutions, 
so in the 17th century the system of the election of lay-presidents was 
firmly established, whereas the first inspector general was only 
elected, in the middle of the 18th century with a view to centralizing 
to some extent the handling of Church affairs. 


O Lutherans in Hungary number about 550,000 people, roughly 6% 
of the whole population. The four dioceses are not equal either in 
size or in number of souls: in fact they owe their existence to con- 
ditions which prevailed in greater Hungary prior 1918, when present 
Slovakia and Transzlvania belong to Hungary, where there were about 
l million Lutherans who with the exception of Transylvanian Saxons were 
united in one Lutheran Church, although they belonged to 3 nationalities, 
i.e. Hungarians, Slovaks and Germans. In 1918 when the Czechoslovak 
republic was. founded, the Slovaks constituted a separate church. In 
spite of heavy territorial losses and losses of church members the four 
dioceses were maintained in Hungary, because even the smallest diocese 
which has lost the majority of its church members and the greatest part 
of its territory, was eager to maintain its independence and its 
historical rights. The largest diocese is the "Montana" diocese (almost 
half of all the church members of the Lutheran church) : Bishop Lajos 
Ordass, Transdanubian diocese: Bishop Bela Kapy (senior Bishop in rank). 
Tisza diocese: Bishop Zoltan Turoczi. Cisdanubian diocese: Bishop 
Dezsö Kuthi. 


(P) A HUNGARIAN PLEA FOR CHURCH RENEWAL AND COURAGE 


Jozsef Szab, chief editor of the "New Churchbell", Lutheran 
fortnightly newspaper in Hungary, writes a very interesting leading 
article in the "New Churchbell" of June 2nd, entitled: "Behind closed 
Doors". - 


He states that evil is increased by concelaing or denying it 
and he openly admits that there are serious evils in the Church. As 
the Church means also the totality of baptised Church members, he is 
anxious to speak publicly about the evils. Tne Lutheran Church seems 
tired and wearied and is unable to find its way, whereas the Roman 
Catholic Church very characteristically tries to save its historical 
heritage or a part of it and the sister Church of the Lutherans the 
Reformed Church of Hungary is full of Reformatory zeal. - The Church's 
official organization is functioning as before, but its machinery has 
an empty sound. - There is no clear vision of things and the courageous 
word is lacking. Naturally the author does not want the Church to inter- 
fere in politics, but there are cases in which the Church should not be 
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reticent. The true word of our Gospel should be expressed in terms 
corresponding to the change which has occured and with fresh vigour. 
This has not been done yet: we are playing the records of antiquated 
commonplaces. There is a lack of impetus to missionary work, the Church 
does not care sufficiently for youth work, does not concern itself 
“sufficiently with the working classes; in fact courage for missionary 
work can only be expected from a renewed Church and the road to Church 
renewal is the road of repentance. - In this situation we are reminded 
with trembling of John 20:19. Then the same day at evening, being the 
first day of the week, when the doors were shut, where the disciples 
“were assembled,for fear of the jews... They were afraid because 
Whitsuntide had not yet come.- The author thinks that. the silence of 
the Church is due to the lack of the Holy Spirit with us. Where signs 
of the Holy Spirit are seen, there a change can be witnessed to. In 
conclusion the author numbers himself among those who believe that 
"Evangelisation" will bring about a new Whitsuntide for the Church.- 


THE OSLO CONFERENCE 


by Rev. Wilton Bergstrand of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,USA. 
Pastor Bergstrand was recently in Geneva to represent 
American Lutheran Youth in the Planning of the World 
Conference for Youth to be held in Oslo next year. 
He is youth director of the Augustana Synod. We have 
asked him to write this article for the bulletin. 


. Thirteen hundred youth from many lands will assemble in Oslo, 
Norway, July 30 - August 8, 1947, for the Second World Conference of 
Christian Youth. As the delegates gather there in the heart of Lutheran 
Scandinavia they will share in a program of inspirational addresses, 
Bible studies, group discussions of subjects of vital concern to alert C 
Christian youth, and worship services which will present the traditiona 
liturgies of the great communions of Christendom. 


Outstanding Christian leaders will be heard, For instance, at 
the opening session there will be messages by Bishop Berggrav of Norway 
and Dr. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches and Chairman of the World Student Christian Federation. The 
General Chairman of the Conference is Lutheran Pastor Alexander Johnson 
of Oslo, chief advisor for students and youth groups in Norway, who will 
give the message on Saturday, at the service which will be preparatory 
to the Lutheran communion service which will be held Sunday morning in 
the Cathedral in Oslo. 


The theme of the conference is taken from the. mighty christo- 
logical passage in the second chapter of Philippians and is a clear-. 
cut affirmation of faith as it rings out over a broken and discouraged 
world: "Jesus Christ is Lord!" ; 
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Delegations will be by naticnal quotas by organizations. The 
four initiating groups are: The World's Alliance of Young Men's 
Christian Association, the World's Young Women's Christian Association, 
the World's Student Christian Federation and the World Council of 
Churches. In addition, the following are sponsoring groups: The World's 
Sunday School Association, the International Missionary Conference, and 
the World's Alliance for International Friendship through the Churches. 
The delegates will be between 18 and 30 years of age, with the majority 
under 25 years. 


A’ band of about sixty youth and youth leaders from every corner 
of the world spent July 10-15 at the Chateau de Bossey, near Geneva, 
Switzerland, furthering plans for this great conference. Among this 
preparatory group were a number of Lutheran leaders: four from Norway, 
one from Sweden, several from Germany, and one from the United States. 


There too, on the evening of July 15th and all day July 16th | 
the..newly formed Committee of the Youth Department of the World Council 
of Churches met for the first time. Among the plans considered in the 
agenda of this committee, the Oslo Conference came in for considerable 
consideration. Dr. Manfred Miller, Youth Director from Germany, and 
Pastor Wilton E. Bergstrand, Youth Director of the Lutheran Augustana 
Synod from the United States are a vart of this Committee of about 
.fifteen, which will meet again in connection with the Oslo Conference 


` 


“next. year. 


— Many leaders of Christian young peopl s movements will remember 
the first World Conference of Christian youth held at Amsterdam, in 
1939, on ‘the very eve of the outbreak of the European war. That 
gathering, with its arresting title "Christus Victor", was not only a 
great demonstration of Christian cooperative action and purpose in it- 
self, but also provided an enduring insr2ration for the dark days 
chrough which Christian youth have passed since 1939, 


Throughout the years of war there has been an insistent and 
increasing demand on the part of Christian youth in many countries to 
hold another. world conference. Many groups have been planning for it 
in their own programs and discussions; others have lived through 
terrible days in the anticipation of this reunion in the name of Christ. 


. The Conference will be a stage in a far wider process in which 
Christian yqung people in a world filled with a nihilistic spirit of 
defeatism and confronted by militant anti-Christian forces will give 
common consideration to their high calling and important tasks in the 
world, 


Perhaps even more important than the event itself will be all 
the thoughts and vrayer’ which will go into its preparation in youth 
groups throughout the world and then the hundreds and hundreds of echo 
gatherings of Oslo which will be held in various parts of the world as 
the delegates return to give their reports.. 


Let us pray that the Spirit of the Living God will open the 
windows of heaven and pour out 2 great blessing upon this Conference. 
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NEWS FROM AUSTRALIA 


Hone. Valley Mission Faces a Crisis 


¿buot e Hope Valley was until the outbreak of hostilities in the 
Pacific, located on the Cape Bedford Aboriginal Reserve, North of 
Cooktown in the far north of Queensland. It was founded by Senior 
Flierl while awaiting permission from the Australian authorities to 
enter New Guinea. Since that time it has had its struggles and 
disappointments. But the greatest of all came in 1942, when for 
security reasons the whole of the Mission and staff were evacuated 
to.the south of Queensland, and placed together with non Christian 
natives on a government reserve at Woorabinda. 


Not the evacuation itself was the calamity, but the sudden © 
change of climate and the loss of the ancestoral home, coupled with 
a feeling of frustration. This feeling was certainly felt by the aged 
missionary Schwarz who for the past fifty years had made his home 
among the natives of Hope Valley. Besides, the different climatic 
and living conditions resulted in a very high death rate. 


And today! homesick hearts still yearn for Hope Valley. Possibly 
they always will, as their old reserve is to become a permanent air 
base. So right here within our own church we have in a very small way 
the problem of displaced persons, that looms up so ominously in this 
war scarred world. But God is even in this crisis and where.we see 
no way He has a way. This is the hope. that keeps the native of Hope 
Valley from despairing, as they hove soon to have a new home somewhere 
near their old station. 


Former College Becomes Seminary 


Immanuel College, founded as a private institution at Point © 
Pass South Australia, might well be regarded as a symbol of the growth 
and expansion of the U.E.L.C.A. For one of the main fruits of the 
Ebenezer merger in 1921 was the establishment of a seminary at 
Tanunda, and the transfer of both institutions to Adelaide in 1923, 
when Angus College North Adelaide was purchased by the Church. The 
church had in the intervening period taken over the full responsibili- 
ties of the institution founded by Pastor Leidig at Point Pass. 
"Immanuel" became a household word. A steady stream of students passed 
through its walls. But what is of greatest importance is that Immanuel 
provided enough pastors to meet local demands. The life of the church 
was as it were reflected in her attainments and progress. 


Then came April 194 with its drastic telegram from Air Board. 
Immanuel was to be taken over as an air force training school. Ten 
days to find a new school and shift into it! 


i But its all over now. "God moves in a mysterious way His wonders 
to perform". A new school was not only found, but students flocked to 
it in record numbers. So that today the average prewar enrollment has 
doubled. And instead of owning one property we now own four. 
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Among these four we again find the old Imanuel of North Adelaide. 
For with the war over it has again been returned to us, little worse 
for the ware, when one thinks that over ten thousand trainees passed 
through it. It has been returned to take up pride of place among our 
institutions of learning, for General Synod last year decided to make 
it the Seminary of the U.E.L.C.A. Accordingly once the work of re- 
construction has been completed and the tradesmen's hammers have ceased 
to ring, the halls of Immanuel will again resound with the student 
voices of her church. Present indications are that this will come about 
some time in July. It is most fitting that the Seminary which this 
year together with the U.E.L.C.A. celebrates its twenty fifth anni- 
versary, should in its jubilee year move into venerable and suitable 
grounds and buildings. 


Besides housing the seminarists and providing lecture rooms etc. 
for them, Immanuel at North Adelaide will also provide board for the 
sons of the church who attend lectures at the State University. Here 
surrounded by a Christian atmosphere and guided by the teachers of 
the Sominary, they will have a better opportunity of fitting themselves 
for service in church and state. 


Immanuel "God with us" may that ever be so in all progress that 
the U.E.L.C.A. makes. 


Venture of Faith 


1945 the fiftieth Jubilee year of Immanuel College saw the 
founding of a sister school, St. Peter's in Brisbane, Queensland. That 
district of the church had long felt the need of a school in its midst. 
Immanuel College, North Adelaide, two thousand miles away could not 
fulfill immediate local needs. Hence a drive for & 10,000 was inaugurated. 
Within six months I .20,000 was subscribed, a property of sixteen acres 
bought, a staff engaged and a school opened. Tnis is Queensland's me- 
morial of thanks-offering for gracious protection during the war. The 
record enrollment soon showed that the school was not big enough. Thus 
when the new school year opened in February 1946 an additional building 
plus forty acres of land were acquired. Willing hands overcame the 
labour shortage and erected the necessary dormatories and classrooms. 

In this way many hundreds of pounds were saved through voluntary labour. 


Parents seeihg the necessity of higher education and feeling that 
only church schools can really fulfill this need, have responded magni- 
ficently, so that in the second year of its existance, despite sub- 
stantial additions, St. Peter's again boasts of a full school. As a 
result the Queensland Synod has voted another 410,009 for purposes of ex- 
pansion and consolidation over the next five years. 


Mr. W. Schneider M.A., Dip. Ed. (London) who spent several terms 
at Columbus U.S.A. is the headmaster at St. Peter's.. 


TO OUR CORRESPONDENTS : - Please send the story of the progress of the 
Lutheran church in your country to Geneva, as often and as promptly as 
possible. The Bulletin has now become the official organ of the Lutheran 
World Federation and we wish it to be the channel by which we can commu- 
nicate news from one part of the church to the other. All materials in- 
cluded can be freely used in the press. You are welcome to make use of it. 
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THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


Dr. S.C. Michelfelder, the executive secretary of the 
Lutheran World Federation has gone to the United States. He 
travelled by plane from Stockholm on August 6. He deserves 
a rest after the extremely strenuous year he has had in 
Geneva. But his visit in America will perhaps not be very 
restful. There is much work to do in making contacts for the 
Federation and in preparation of the World Assembly next year. 
He will also give some public addresses concerning the European 
situation. He is expected back in Geneva in the middle of October. 
Work in our Geneva office will not cease, however, because the 
program of the church is a continuing one. The undersigned will 
carry on and receive all communications to the bulletin, and do 
his best in caring for the program to which we are committed. 


Clifford Ansgar Nelson 


THE AMERICAN LUTHERANS VISIT POLAND 


by Dr. Clifford: Ansgar Nelson, 
Lutheran Commissioner to Europe, Representing the 
American Section. 


The last issue of the News Bulletin was important. as a record of 
the meeting of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federation 
which was held at Uppsala. We suggest that our correspondents keep it on 
file, since it contains the pronosed constitution and the message of the 
conference. The first announcement of the coming World Assembly to be 
held in late June, 1947 in the cathsdral city of Lund, Sweden should also 
be kept in mind by our readers, It is to be hoped that there will be a 
large representation from the Tutheran tnaurches of all the world who will 
come to this very important meeting. It promises to be a very significant 
gathering in which the strength of the Lutheran church can be reassessed 
after the late tragic years, and the Lutheran witness can be made vocal 
for our troubled times. 


After the Uppsala meeting, four American Lutherans want directly 
from Stockholm to Warsaw, Poland to visit the leadership of the Lutheran 
church. In this party were Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the 
United Lutheran Church of America; Dr. Ralph Long, secretary-treasurer 
of the American Section; Dr. S.C. Mjchelfelder, executive secretary 
of the Lutheran World Federation: and myself. We were met at the station 
in Warsaw by Bishop Jan Szerude and there followed three very busy days 
in which our American committee gave attention to the most pressing needs 
of the Polish Lutheran chureh «nd studied the reports of need. on which 
American gifts will be based. To sec Warsaw is an experience. . 


Pe mee 


The city has earned the dubious distinction of being the most destroyed 
city in Europe. Heaps of ruins and rubble meet the eye everywhere. A 
visit to the former ghetto, the old city, the cemeteries, and the places 
where once great institutions of mercy stood is a revelation of the 
tragedy that. overwhelmed this once great capital. It is said that not 
less than 700,000 people lost their lives here during the war years, 
including 300,000 Jews. In Warsaw not less than 85% of the homes have 
been destroyed, so housing conditions are exceedingly poor and people 
to-day are living in greatly overcroweded conditions. 


A great putiic service of worship was held in the circular ruin 
of what once was the beautiful Holy Trinity church of our faith in 
Warsaw. It was a moving experience to be present and for us Americans 
it is a sacred memory that we shall never forget, to have kneeled for 
the holy communion in this place together with the people of this 
parish. Even though it was a week day, a large number of people were 
present at this service, and greetings were brought by members of our 
American committee. The two pastors of the church conducted the lovely 
liturgical service. The worship was a celebration of the first anni- 
versary of end of the insurrection of last year. Our committee also 
visited the deaconess home Tabita outside Warsaw. The main hospital 
building there is now used by the government for housing of employees. 
It is hoved that it will not be long before the church can resume its 
ministry of mercy. The need for Polish deaconesses is very great, to 
tak= care of the various institutions that are in need of supervision. 


After the three members of our committee had left Warsaw to 
return to Sweden on their way back to the United States, I remained in 
Poland to make further investigations into the needs of this country. 
on Sunday morning I preached in Warsaw, the service being held in the 
chapel, because of the uncertain weather. An enormous congregation was 
assembled in the rooms and a large overflow stood in the courtyard and 
listened through the open windows. 


During the days of August 5-7, I attended the pastoral conference 
in Lodz and was very much interested to meet the pastors and hear the 
discussions at this first meeting held since the years of the war. An 
other article in the bulletin gives a further description of this 
meeting. 


With Bishop Szeruda I travelled through parts of Polish Silesia. 
In several of the cities we passed by churches that have been taken 
over by the Roman Catholics. Bishop Szeruda has made representations to 
the government in this matter, and it is sincerely hoped that there 
will be 2 legal and moral arrangement worked out so that this will not 
remain a difficulty. In some areas the Lutheran population has shrunk 
to small numbers. In the city of Tomoschow, for example, there were 
formerly 11,000 Lutherans and now there are only 80 registered. In 
this city we visited the pastor, who lives in the parsonage, but the 
large church is used by the Catholics for their military services. 
Lutheran worship is held in a smaller chapel. In another community, 
Rawa, we stopped and looked through the ruins of 2 once lovely church. 
Here there were formerly 2500 Lutherans, and now the report was that 
only one remained. The pastor in the neighboring city was not even able 
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to find that one person. And so the story of a decimated church con- 
tinues in many places. At Miehowice we stayed over night at the famous 
"Mother Eve" orphanage. It is a complete colony of buildings, housing 
about 150 children. The last of the German deaconesses who remained 
here, 13 in number, were only recently taken away for transfer to 
Germany. It was said they were still in a camp, doing hard work in 

the fields. It is a great loss to the institution to lose these well- 
trained workers. Only 5 Polish sisters now serve this institution. 

The church was badly damaged, and the deaconess mother house was in a 
deplorable state, with straw on the floor where the Russian military 
had quartered their horses. The following day we visited a very poor 
village where the church and many other buildings were destroyed, and 
on this day a small chapel was dedicated for worship, next to the 
ruined church. The poverty of this area is very evident, but the great 
company of people who crowded the chapel within and without, seemed 
exceedingly grateful for their improvisation of a house of God. 


In Dziegiclow we stopped to visit two large and well-conducted 
orphanages and the deaconess mother-house. Here the sisters were carry- 
ing on a splendid work with small resources. Shortages of all kinds of 
material are in evidence, it was even pathetic to hear that the sisters 
are distressed because they have need of shoes. In nearby Cieszyn we 
visited the very large Lutheran church and stayed over-night with the 
pastor, Rev. Michajda. 


A visit to Mazuria 


A special object of my visit was the East Prussian area that 
now goes by the name of Mazuria. The losses of our Lutheran church 
here have been enormous. The great German population there has gone, 
and the native people who remain are in desperate condition. Many cities 
and villages have been utterly burned and destroyed. We passed through 
villages that were entirely empty, with only ruined buildings in evi- 
dence. The lovely lake region that once supported a thriving farm 
population, is now untilled except for what little can bs done by the 
women who even harness themselves to the plow to try to grow some food. 
A plague of mice and rats has recently done terrible damage to the 
inadequate corn and small grain crops. Wild boars also are a terrible 
scourge in the potato fields. Horses and cows are lacking almost 
entirely. One whole congregation of 800 people had only one cow and 
one goat among them. Food is exceedingly short, and the prospects of 
a widespread famine in the coming months is certain, unless something 
can be done to relieve the situation. Medicines are very scarce and 
iliness is rampant. Venereal disease among the women is as high as 50 
to 60% as a general rule, and there is so little medical help being 
given to relieve the situation. Such misery as is evident is scarcely 
matched anywhere. The coming winter will be a death dealing time un- 
less we can come to the rescue. These people have no rations of fat or 
meat or UNRRA parcels because they are counted farmers, which they are 
not. 


The religious situation is only beginning to be met. The Polish 
Lutheran church has now sent 8 pastors in this arsa whoare working 
heroically to provide some worship service to the people. They are 
overburdened. These 8 ministers have not less than 65 churches and 
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preaching places divided among them. One of these men is trying to 
conduct worship in 15 different places, with much of his transportation 
having to be done afoot. In other sections the Methodists are sending 
preachers and bringing some material relief. In a number of churches 
the people had gathered to meet our party and to hear a word of the 
help that we wish to bring them. They gathered about us and cried for 
bread and milk. I shall never forget to my dying day, this moving 
exverience of travelling about among this distressed people. Their men 
are dead, or are in Germany, or Russia, and the women and children and 
old people are left to carry on alone. I saw no smiles and heard no 
laughter, but I was amazed at the way these people sang their chorales 
when they were in their churches. It was a cry from out of the depths 
of suffering people's souls. Their faith in God is all that is left to 
them. It. was easy for me to stand before them and urge them to hold 
fast to God, because that was their chief treasure, but it is much more 
difficult to actually believe and trust in Him in the midst of such 
obstacles. Political conditions make them oppressed, and they are being 
urged to accept Polish citizenship. Many of them are psychologically 
unprepared to do that. Theirs is a hard lot. 


I have come back from this journey with an ache in my heart for 
these people. Something must be done for them immediately. It was 
fortunate that Rev. Daniel Cederberg, treasurer of the Swedish Lands- 
kommittee of the Lutheran World Federation was also with me on this 
journey. He has been pastor of the seamen's church in Gdynia for seven 
years before the war, and.is conversant with Polish conditions. To- 
gether we wars shocked by the conditions which we found. We are de- 
termined that something must be done at once to relieve the situation. 
He will bring the story to the attention of our Swedish Lutherans, who 
have a very vital interest in Poland, and perhaps together we shall be 
able to institute a program of relief that can be a godsend to these 
fellow-believers. This is Lutheranism's task. 


WHERE ARE THE BALTIC LUTHERANS ? 


by Dr. Clifford Ansgar Nelson. 


I have just returned from a 4000 mile journey through Germany. 
My mission this time was not to make contacts with the German churches, 
but I was sent to another group entirely. I went in the interest of 
our church to seek out the Protestant people among the Displaced Persons 
communities that are found in Germany. And now that I have returned 
to Geneva, there remain with me a great many memories and impressions 
from my visit. Among the ruins and poverty of Germany are these large 
numbers of camps where live the uprooted, homeless refugees and exiles 
of other lands. They are at present well cared for through the genero- 
sity of the UNRRA program as far as their vhysical needs are concerned, 
but man doés not live by bread alone. Their spiritual needs are more 
clamant. It is difficult to be among the unwanted strangers and 
sojourners in a foreign land and to have to live on the genercsity of 
the outside world. Their need is ours to fill, and our churches are 
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planning a program of assistance to render spiritual ministration and 
encovragement in the months that lie ahead. 


Most interesting to our churches is the story of the Baltic 
Lutherans. So little has been known of their whereabouts that a brief 
explanation is necessary. Last year when we began to assess the remnants 
of Lutheranism on the continent, the fate of these peoples was little 
known and we wondered if they had been crushed completely. Now the 
story is ready to be told, and we must be made aware of the continuing 
call for our aid that comes to us from these brave, freedom-loving 
peoples. Their destiny is an uncertain one, but because their hope is 
unknown as far as the future is concerned, it must be our business to 
follow them with a spirit of helpful Christian guidance and love. 


The three Baltic nations, Esthonia, Latvia, and Lithuania are 
among those peoples who after the first war achieved an amazing national 
self autonomy and by virtue of their eager love of democracy, made for 
themselves an enviable record in statehood. Now at last they were free 
from the shackles of the past and they demonstrated as few peoples in 
history what they could do for themselves. They were thrifty and wise 
in their establishment of economic and cultural standards that were 
among the highest in the world. With a Nordic passion for free institu- 
tions they made a name for themselves under the sun, against many 
international difficulties. 


Their independence was short lived, however, As the shadows of 
fascism and totalitarianism descended upon Europe, the Baltic countries 
became the objects of the jealous lust for power. Both from the East 
and from the South there were dictators who eyed these countries with 
envy and planned to take them into their orbits. In 1940 came the first 
of the invasions when, after a program of propaganda in the interest of 
communism, the Soviet troops forcibly took over in all three lands and 
enforced a rigid rule over these peoples. They were no longer free, but 
helpless tools under this strange system that had little room in its 
set-up for the church or the natural Western cultural institutions. 
During those months these people learned to know through experience 
what it is to live under the restrictions of freedom. There is not 
room here to elaborate or illustrate the story, but I have listened to 
the tales, and have the documentation before me that shows what happens 
to a state that must submit to the infusion of the communistic rule. 
Next came the new invasion, which was meant to be a liberation, from 
the Nazi side. If any of the Baltic believed that this new condition 
was to be release from tyranny, their illusionwas short-lived. Vast 
assassinations of Jewish populations, new restrictions and taxations, 
and a terrible plunder of resources to feed the Nazi machine during 
1941 to 1944 were the common lot of a11 three of these staunch nations. 
Slave labor and forced soldiery in the Nazi program were added to all 
the other insults. 


But even this was not enough. The three Baltic lands lived 
through still another invasion and so-called liberation. In the fall 
of 1944 the news went abroad that the Eastern power was again at the 
gates to drive away the German conquerors. The sound of battle was again 
heard in the countryside, and quidkly the decision of hundreds of 
thousands was made to leave their homes and their farms, their beloved 
country and their possessions, 2nd flee as quickly as possible. The 
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first impulse of most of the Latvians and Esthonians was to get to 
neighboring Sweden, and about 26,000 Balts did make their way in boats 
and launches and all kinds of craft to that country. The rest took a 
handful of belongings and made their way to Germany. 


It is that group of Balts in Germany that I went to visit. The 
larger number of Esthonians out of the 31,000 people from that country 
receiving UNRRA assistance in Germany are Lutherans; and also the 
majority of the 97,000 Latvians in the same classification, since the 
Lutheran church was the established church in both lands. Of the 59,000 
Lithuanians in Germany, approximately 11,000 are Lutherans, the rest 
being mostly Roman Catholics, with a small number of Orthodox. Some 
other thousands are living in Germany who are not provided for by the 
UNRRA program, and I would therefore estimate that we have a group of 
Lutheran nationals probably running up to nearly 200,000 people who turn 

oo us for spiritual support and assistance. 


My visit in the many camps conducted by UNRRA has revealed to 
me one of the finest groups of Christian people that I know anywhere. 
Intelligent, skillful, thoughtful, orderly, freedom loving, artistic, 
democratic-minded, are some of the adjectives that I would use to describe 
them. We simply must take their cause seriously and be of help to them 
or we are untrue to the very heart of our faith. 


An UNRRA D.P. camp among the Baits is always well organized and 

always clean. Some native is chosen because of leadership to be the 
camp leader and to organize the community. Those leaders are usually 
men who have been chosen from the teaching group or one of the professions. 
They organize schools, dental and medical clinics, the food supply and 
housing, under the direction of UNRRA. The pastors of the churches who 
have followed their people are scattered among the camps, an attempt 
being made to make available to all the people the possibility of church 
services. Housing is either in homes and apartments where they live 
under very crowded conditions, or else in some of the barracks and 

© military housing formerly used by the German armies. Family life is 
safe guarded by permitting families to live together, usually in one 
room. This is not ideal, of course, but with the tight housing conditions 
in Germany totday it is the best available. Food is provided by UNRRA 
in cans, and the calory content is considerably above that of the 
German populace. In the British zones the D.P.'s were provided with 
1800 calories and in the American zone it was currently 2200. Clothing 
is also provided in limited quantities, although many are poorly clad. 
Earthly possessions of each little family are, of course, very limited. 


The church ministry is also well organized, since the leader- 
ship of the churches and the majority of all pastors are among the 
refugees. Usually the pastor is given some slight preference in the 
housing, and the leaders among them have a little desk for their offices. 
The archbishop of Latvia, the Rev. Griimbergs, is living at Esslingen 
from where he conducts the affairs of his church with provosts in 
various regions who care for their areas or zones. Archbishop Grinbergs 
is now an aging man, and it was moving to visit him in his little room ' 
and have him show me the staff that he used as his pastoral staff in the 
homeland. He still has the bearing of a fatherly bishop for his flock, 
and keeps a concern for all of his people. The archbishop of the 
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Esthonian Lutheran church is in residence in Sweden and conducts his 
church work in Germany through three assessors who are responsible to 
him. 


Church services in most places are conducted in the school room 
where an altar is improvised each Sunday, or in some of the communities 
there is permission to use some nearby local German church building at 
odd hours. The church is functioning, and ministering to its people, 
that is the important thing. I visited the church services each Sunday 
and had a chance to tell these people that we pray for them, and that 
the arm of love of the Lutheran Church of America is reaching out to 
them also. Their joy over our concern for them is overwhelming. They 
are quite sure that America is their hope, and almost naively they pray 
that we shall deliver them and let their cause be known. It is on my 
conscience now and I am unhappy with them, until some new plans can be 
developed for them. 


Their needs for churchly equipment, Bibles, Hymnals, religious 
literature, communion supplies, pastors vestments, candles are needed 
in many places and we are making plans now to see that proper channels 
for sending such supplies shall be found. We are also cooperating with 
the Refugee Commission of the World Council of Churches to provide some 
directors who can visit them and understand their needs and give 
encouragement and advice to them. It is simply a matter of following 
the Mastor's suggestion of visiting the homeless and being concerned 
with the forgotten. I know that all the donors to Lutheran World Action 
will rejoice to know that we will be giving a large measure of assistance 
to this most worthy group of our fellow-believers. 


And what are their prospects for the future ? What will become 
of them ? That is the question that is uppermost in their minds, and 
on that it is difficult to answer. Their first hope is that they might 
be permitted to go back home, but under existing conditions that is 
impossible. Even when they have been urged by propaganda to return, 
they have stoutly refused. It is also obvious that they cannot for long 
remain wards of charity. Nor can they hope to stay forever in Germany, 
which is already overcrowded and cannot be expected to be the permanent 
homeland for these peoples. Their presence is one of the social problems 
in the present state of Europe. Will there be a country across the seas 
that will take them in ? Will it be some place in South America, Austras 
lia, Canada, Alaska ? Only a very limited number are permitted to go to 
the United States under the immigration quotas. I am convinced that our 
statesmen are going to have to seek a satisfactory solution to this 
problem. The situation becomes cowplex because it is‘ obvious that Russia 
is not interested in their welfare, because from her point of view they 
are regarded as belonging to their home country. Perhaps we Lutherans 
will have to do some seeking and finding of a homeland, 


I have looked into the eyes and had an insight into the hearts of 
brave and valiant Lutheran pastors as I have travelled about. in Germany 
in the D.P. camps. They are having a hard tims to keep up their morale 
and the spirit of their people. There is no work for most of the people 
except oecasional domestic work and the maintaining of the camps. Some 
of the pastors are shabby and wish they had a decent suit to use in their 
ministry. Some are slowly becoming disheartened in these conditions. 
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The greatest majority, however, are carrying on in trust and faith and 
keeping their hearts turned to God, praying quietly for His guidance. 
My heart and my sympathy goes out to them and I lay their cause on the 
heart of the Lutheran people of America. Let us intercede and plan for 
their future. ( 


In Munich I met a splendid young theologian and pastor of the 
Lithuanian Lutheran church. He was asked to look after all his people 
in the American zone. For months he had dreamed of going to America, 
and at last through some Swiss friends he had been given a call to 
become pastor of a Lithuanian church in the United States. He was 
exceedingly happy about it, until his conscience played tricks with him. 
No, he is not going to the land of the free. And why? He has decided 
that it is his duty to stay here and lead his people. He dare not abandon 
them. I call that moral and spiritual courage and I honor it. That is 
@: symbol of the faith of these fine Lutherans whose story is a modern 
tale of persecution and adventure and tragedy. God bless them ! We must 
be their friends and brothers. 


The following is a letter from a Baltic Pastor in Germany. It 
is typical of many we have received. In it can be seen the needs of 
this whole group. - 


To the Rev. Mr. Clifford Ansgar Nelson, D.D. 
Representing the American Section of the Lutheran World Convention. 


As unto a light that shineth 

in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day star arise in 
@ your hearts (2.Peter 1.19). 

As a sunbeam in a dark night was your visit in my small D.P. camp 
room, which brightened our lives sinking into the mists. We lived and 
worked as Christians and as a cultural nation in our beloved Estonian 
home, which always has been a theatre of war for our big eastern and 
western neighbours. Your kind visit brought courage and hope to us, and 
we know now, that the American Section of the Lutheran World Convention 
think of us unhappy homeless refugees, who had to leave their dear 
native land and places of labour. 


I, Friedrich Stockholm, (senior), was born on October lst 1884 at 
Tartu, Estonia. I was a member of the Ev. Lutheran Consistory of the 
Estonian Republic and parson of the greatest Estonian parish, the 
Ev. Lutheran Charles Cathedral Parish at Tallinn, (the Estonian capital 
on the Gulf of Finland), I was also a member of the Chief-Administration 
of the Estonian Red Cross and Director of its Welfare-Detachment. My 
eldest son Uno Stockholm (born 20.01.1912 is a Bachelor of Divinity and 
aids me as assistant clergyman, - my middle son Friedrich Stockholm 
(born 22.09.1914) was an organist of the Charles Cathedral Parish in 
Tallinn and also pianist. My youngest son William Stockholm (born 24.09.15) 
is a lawyer. My wife Helene (born 12.06.1885) is a teacher. 
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In the autumn 1944 (September) we had to leave all we possessed 
and flee from our dear home. We wanted to escape to Sweden, where the 
Ev. Lutheran Church is nearer to our own. But this failed... Then we 
tried to hurry through colieps ing Darmana Et Ia oreo danger from 
falling bombes and misery to meet the British and USA liberators, who 
n aaa our country, nation and church already once before, in 1918- 
1920. i 


Now we stay here in Oldenburg, Estonian Camp Bloherfelde as 


D.P.'s. We are very thankful to UNRRA for its aid and care. ` 


But to return home to our Estonian home seems to be quite impossible! 
We would be very happy and thankful, if we could be varried away from 
the destroyed Germany to USA or Great Britain or the British Dominions 
where we could start a new life and work, - we have here clergymen, 
physicians, engeneers, musicians, teachers, workmen, farmers, fishers, 
etc.. Camp life influences them abasingly and badiy it can't last so 
for a long time, 


Our Estonian people are a believing and religious people, 90 
percent of us are Ev. Lutherans. In the Churches and camp-halls here, 
assisted by my elder son, I hold divine services, bible lessons and 
services for children (sunday-school). My second son is also the 
organist and musicteacher here. 


But such a life without a firm aim and hove becomes intolerable 
for a longer time. The clothing question causes us troubles, also the 
shortage of vitamins and food and on the whole the life of supported 
paupers is abasing and hard, for we still want to work, to build up 
and to live a normal life in Christian svirit somewhere in USA or in 
the British Dominions. 


In my name and the name of the members of my family and if 
possible in the name of many Lutheran Estonians I ask you for your 
kind help, that we could be carried away from Germany as soon as _ 
possible to America, Australia, or South Africa. We would be content 
with every thing and promise you as faithful Lutherans honestly to 
pay the expenses of our transport and so to live as Lutheran Christians 
everywhere where God the Almighty destines us. 


Thanking you from all my heart for your visit, which alas was so 
short and for your gifts, we hope that through your help in the night 
of our sorrows the twilight-day-blush of a new life may arise through 
God's grace, 


Oldenburg; 6th July 1946. Fr. Stockholm 
Right Reverend. 


~ 
"And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we 
shall reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore opportunity , let us 
do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household 


of faith." 
Galatians 6:9-10. 


Some impressions from the Pastoral 
Conference of the Polish Lutheran 
Church held at Lodz, Poland, 
August 5-8. ~ Excerpts from an article 
by Dr. Clifford Nelson. 


"This was the first meeting of all the pastors that had been 
held since before the beginning of the war. Their coming together now 
was the renewing of the bonds of friendship for men who had been 
separated during the terrors of war and the revolution. I watched them 
as they met in the parish house next to the church, and as they fondly 
and affectionately kissed each other on both cheeks and held to one 
another for a long time in recognition of reunion. In this group of 
pastors, this characteristic greeting among Polish men seemed like the 
kiss of peace in the ancient church. Not less than 51 pastors travelled 
from all parts of Poland to be present. This number from a total of 
63 pastors who remain in this church." 


A dramatic moment 


"Po me it was a very moving thing when the bishop at the 
opening of the pastoral conference in the parish hall, began with a 
memorial to the pastors who had died during the war, Slowly he read 
the list ef 21 pastors who had died in concentration camps during the 
horrible years just past. At the tiead of the roster was the name of 
the well-known Dr.Bursehe who had heen the last bishop of the Polish 
church. I wonder if ever a pastoral conference since the time of 
Diocletian has ever been opened under such dramatic circumstances. Not 
less than 46 ministers have suffered imprisonment during these years. 
19 died in priscn, and 2 shortly after returning home. That list of 
names is a testimony of the suffering of these Lutheran brethren. I 
felt very humble to be among these men and to talk with them and look 
into their eyes as they told me their stories. Some of them have been 
in prison as much as 6 years, and are now returning to take up the 
Lord's work. I'll never forget them, and if we are tempted to be 
critical of the slowness of progress in this group, and their diffi- 
culties in stirring new enthusiasms, we will have to remember that 
they have been through terrific trials." 


The Bishop_of Poland 


"Presiding over the conference was Bishop Jan Szeruda, who 
directly after the close of hostilities last year was elected pro- 
visional bishop and leader of the church until a new synod can be 
summoned. He is Professor of Old Testament in the Theological Faculty 
of Warsaw, and because he has the confidence of the clergy he was urged 
to accept the office of bishop against his own wishes. He is a modest 
man of scholarly bends of mind, and a very sincere and devout faith. 
Not flashy or agressive in personality, but he looks to be just the 
kind of leader with calmness and firmness such as these trying times 
demand. Polish people are apt to be passionate and erratic to-day, and 
bishop Szeruda fits the need of his time. He knows the hhurch and has 
his own plans for the functioning of the church of Christ in the midst 
of his nation. We can haye confidenage in his loyalty to the great 
tradition as he guides the destiny of Polish Lutheranisn.! 


"As the conference was in weaken the first i a a large truck 
arrived from Warsaw and deposited several large’ crates that had arrived 
from Sweden. They proved to be boxes of clothing which the church -people 
of Sweden had gathered and sent for the pastors. In an upper room in the 
church, the bishop's wife and a groun of helpers unpacked the crates and 
distributed the clothing. There was enough so that every pastor was 
given a new suit, an overcoat, some underwear, shirts, socks, and a pair 
of shoes. Likewise there was a gress. some underwear and a pair of 
shoes to take home to the pastor's wife. Every pastor was as happy as a 
child as he packed his bundle to. take home. That. is the kind of me 
that this church at present sper ep tenes very Seas tal i 


eo NEWS FROM AUSTRIA 
Dr. Georg Traar reporting. 


The Lutheran Church in Austria has recently raised the number 
of its dioceses to 6 by a new division. The necessary elections of 4 
new Superintendents has already taken place. For the diocese of Vienna 
Landes jugendpfarrer Georg Traar was elected; for the diocese of Nieder- 
Oesterreich Stadtpfarrer of Baden, Dr.Fritz "Heingelmann; for the diocese 
Stelermark Pastor Achberger (former Grébming), in the diocese Kärnten 
Pastor Dr.Zerbst (former Weissbriach). As soon as the Austrian Cabinet 
Council has confirmed the election (the right to do so is based on the 
Protestant Agreement of 1861) the solemn installation of. the 4 new ` 
Superintendents by the Bishop of the Landeskirche will take place. 


In the beginning of August a holiday course was arranged for the 
fellow-workers of the Landesjugendpfarrer in the closed Evangelical 
farmer's village Techendorf am Weissensee. More than 70 persons parti- 

@ itea at this meeting. Besides the daily Bible- and Catechism-work, 
the program included the discussion of important questions. The direction 
of this conference was in the hands of Pastor Traar. 


The Evangelical Landesjugendpfarramt in Vienna recently received 
again a valuable gift through the Senior chaplain of the American  ' 
occupation troups, i.e. 600 Lutheran Bibles, which will somewhat se a 
ta cover the urgent needs for Bibles ard New Testaments. 


The decision of the Lutheran churches of Vienna, to start the 
reconstruction of the Evangelical school at the Karlsplatz in Vienna, 
which was burned to a ruin in April 1945, has experienced an excellent 
strengthening by the fact that the Lutheran churches of the United 
States will take care of the reconstruction of this old venerable 
Evangelical, place of education as their own special concern. The first 
estimate which, owing to an increase of the price for material and for 
salaries, will be overcome, amounts to 1.200.000 shillings. i 


From 21-26 Qctober 1946, after a forced interruption of 9 pa 
there shall ag2in take place the Evangelical Week at the Universi 
Vienna. Wellknown theologians have been won for collaboration. Besides 
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the church historian of Zurich, Professor Dr.Blanke, two excellent 
Lutheran theologians will participate: from Germany the wellknown 
leader of the Confessional Church, Oberkirchenrat Dr. Hanns oa" of 
Hannover, for many years general secretary of the Lutheran Worl 
Convention; from Sweden the participation of a leading theologian of 
the Swedish Lutheran churches has been promised. 


FROM FRANCE 


We shall not give any long report from France in this issue of 
the Bulletin, but the following telegram from the historic and important 
Lutheran school at de Glay, in the Montbéliard synod shows that there 
is progress in the rebuilding of the school, An article in a later 
issue will tell further the story. Suffice it to say that a substantial 
amount of money Bas been received from the Reconstruction Department at 
Geneva and that the buildings are being put into condition for the 
opening of the Institute in the fall. The American Lutherans have been 
glad to participate in this venture. Here is the telegram that was 
received the other day from Dr. René Voeltzel, the director : 


"Michelfelder Nelson 17 Malagnou Geneve 

THE GLAY COMMITTEE EXPRESSES TO THE AMERICAN CHURCHES AND TO THE 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE WORLD COUNCIL ITS PROFOUND GRATITUDE THE MOTTO 
OF OUR INSTITUTE REMAINS TRUE - GENESIS 22:14 * - VOELTZEL" 


* That passage of Scripture reads: "And Abraham called the name of the 
place Jehovah-jireh: as it is said to this day ‘in the Mount of Jehovah 
it shall be provided'." 


PROM Tos LULLARAN CHURCH OF HUNGARY 


The constitution of the Church is Synodal Presbyterian; the 
smallest legal unit is the parish (Ecclesiastical Community) the heads 
of which are the pastor and the lay-president, called inspector of the 
parish; both are elected by adult charge members; they are assisted by 
church elders who are also elected, and the parish assembly consisting 
of adult male church members. Several parishes form a so called 
"ecclesiastical circuit" (German senoriat) the head of which is the 
elected dean who must be a parish pastor as well and the elected lay- 
president, called inspector of the circuit; they are assisted by 
elected elders and the assembly. Several circuits form a diocese, the 
heads of which are the bishop and the lay-president, called inspector 
of the diocese; both are elected and are assisted by elders and the 
diocese assembly. The four dioceses together form the Central Lutheran 
Church of Hungary, heads of which are the elected lay-president for 
life called inspector general of the church and the bishop senior in 
rank; they are assisted by the central body of Church elders and the 
general assembly of the Church. In fact each diocese has a very great 
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measure of independence, the main task of the inspector general con- 
sisting in coordinating church affairs and representing the Church in . 
its foreign relations and before the secular authorities. The inspector 
general has an office, the head of which is the secretary general of 
the Church, who must be a pastor. - The role of the lay-presidents from 
the parishes to the general inspector, is mainly to help to represent 
the Church before civilian authorities, whereas ecclesiasticl admini- 
stration rests with the parish pastor, with the dean and the bishop, 
The present constitution of the Lutheran Church of Hungary is the re- 
sult of a long historical development. The pastors in the 16th and 17th 
century asked the protection of influential lay-men against persecutions, 
so in the 17th century the system of the election of lay-presidents was 
firmly established, whereas the first inspector general was only 
elected, in the middle of the 18th century with a view to centralizing 
to some extent the handling of Church affairs. 


@ Lutherans in Hungary number about 550.000 people, roughly 6% 
of the whole population. The four dioceses are not equal either in 
size or in number of souls: in fact they owe their existence to con- 
ditions which prevailed in greater Hungary prior 1918, when present 
YSN and Transzlvania belong to Hungary, where there were about 
1$ million Lutherans who with the exception of Transylvanian Saxons were 
united in one Lutheran Chureh, although they belonged to 3 nationalities, 
i.e, Hungarians, Slovaks and Germans. In 1918 when the Czechoslovak 
republic was founded, the Slovaks constituted a separate church. In 
spite of heavy territorial losses and losses of church members the four 
dioceses were maintained in Hungary, because even the smallest diocese 
which has lost the majority of its church members and the greatest part 
of its territory, was eager to maintain its independence and its 
historical rights. The largest diocese is the "Montana" diocese (almost 
half of all the church members of the Lutheran church) : Bishop Lajos 
Ordass. Transdanubian diocese: Bishop Bela Kapy (senior Bishop in rank). 
Tisza diocese: Bishop Zoltan Turoczi. Cisdanubian diocese: Bishop 
Dezs6 Kuthi. 


A HUNGARIAN PLEA FOR CHURCH RENEWAL AND COURAGE 


Jézsef Szabé, chief editor of the "New Churchbell", Lutheran 
fortnightly newspaper in Hungary, writes a very interesting leading 
article in the "New Churchbell" of June 2nd, entitled: "Behind closed 
Doors". = 


He states that evil is increased by concelaing or denying it 
and he openly admits that there are serious evils in the Church. As 
the Church means also the totality of baptised Church members, he is 
anxious to speak publicly about the evils. The Lutheran Church seems 
tired and wearied and is unable to find its way, whereas the Roman 
Catholic Church very characteristically tries to save its historical 
heritage or a part of it and the sister Church of the Lutherans the 
Reformed Church of Hungary is full of Reformatory geal. - The Church's 
official organization is functioning as before, but its machinery has 
an empty sound. - There is no clear vision of things and the courageous 
word is lacking. Naturally the author does not want the Church to inter- 
fere in politics, but there are cases in which the Church should not be 
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reticent. The true word of our Gospel should be expressed in terms 
corresponding to the change which has occured and with fresh vigour. 
This has not been done yet: we are playing the records of antiquated 
commonplaces. There is a lack of impetus to missionary work, the Church 
does not care sufficiently for youth work, does not concern itself 
sufficiently with the working classes; in fact courage for missionary 
work can only be expected from a renewed Church and the road to Church 
renewal is the road of repentance. - In this situation we are reminded 
with trembling of John 20:19. Then the same day at evening, being the 
first day of the week, when the doors were shut, where the disciples 
were assembled,for fear of the jews... They were afraid because 
Whitsuntide had not yet come.- The author thinks that the silence of 
the Church is due to the lack of the Holy Spirit with us. Where signs 
of the Holy Spirit are seen, there a change can be witnessed to. In 
conclusion the author numbers himself among those who believe that 
"Evangelisation" will bring about a new Whitsuntide for the Church.- 


THE OSLO CONFERENCE 


by Rev. Wilton Bergstrand of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,USA. 
Pastor Bergstrand was recently in Geneva to represent 
American Lutheran Youth in the Planning of the World 
Conference for Youth to be held in Oslo next year. 
He is youth director of the Augustana Synod. We have 
asked him to write this article for the bulletin. 


Thirteen hundred youth from many lands will assemble in Oslo, 
Norway, July 30 - August 8, 1947, for the Second World Conference of 
Christian Youth. As the delegates gather there in the heart of Lutheran 
Scandinavia they will share in a program of inspirational addresses, 
Bible studies, group discussions of subjects of vital concern to alert 
Christian youth, and worship services which will present the traditional 
liturgies of the great communions of Christendon. 


Outstanding Christian leaders will be heard, For instance, at 
the opening session there will be messages by Bishop Berggrav of Norway 
and Dr. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches and Chairman of the World Student Christian Federation. The 
General Chairman of the Conference is Lutheran Pastor Alexander Johnson 
of Oslo, chief advisor for students and youth groups in Norway, who will 
give the message on Saturday, at the service which will be preparatory 
to the Lutheran communion service which will be held Sunday morning in 
the Cathedral in Oslo. 


The theme of the conference is taken from the mighty christo- 
logical passage in the second chapter of Philippians and is a clear- 
cut affirmation of faith as it rings out over 2 broken and discouraged 
world: "Jesus Christ is Lord!" 
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Delegations will be by naticnal quotas by organizations. The 
four initiating groups are: The World's Alliance of Young Men's 
Christian Association, the World's Young Women's Christian Association, 
the World's Student Christian Federation and the World Council of 
Churches. In addition, the following are sponsoring groups: The World's 
Sunday School Association, the International Missionary Conference, and 
the World's Alliance for International Friendship through the Churches. 
The delegates will be between 18 and 30 years of age, with the majority 
under 25 years. 4 è 

A band of about sixty youth and youth leaders from every corner 
of the world spent July 10-15 at the Chateau de Bossey, near Geneva, 
Switzerland, furthering plans for this great conference. Among this 
preparatory group were a number of Lutheran leaders: four from Norway, 
one from Sweden, several from Germany, and one from the United States. 


There too, on the evening of July 15th and all day July 16th. 
the newly formed Committee of the Youth Department of the World Council 
of Churches met for the first time. Among the plans considered in the 
agenda of this committee, the Oslo Conference came in for considerable 
consideration. Dr. Manfred Miller, Youth Director from Germany, and 
Pastor Wilton E. Bergstrand, Youth Director of the Lutheran Augustana 
Synod from the United States are a part of this Committee of about 
fifteen, which will meet again in connection with the Oslo Conference 
next year. y 


Many leaders of Christian young peopk's movements will remember 
the first World Conference of Christian youth held at Amsterdam, in 
1939, on the very eve of the outbreak of the Européan war. That ~ 
gathering, with its arresting title "Christus Victor", was not only’a 
great demonstration of Christian cooperative action and purpose in it- 
self, but also provided an enduring inst2cation for the dark days 
vhrough which Christian youth have passed since 1939. 


Throughout the years of war there has been. an insistent and 
increasing demand on the part of Christian youth in many countries to 
hold another world conference. Many groups have been planning for tt 
in their own programs‘and discussions; others have lived through 
terrible days in the anticipation of this reunion in the name of Christ. 


The Conference will "be a stage in a far wider process’ in which 
Christian young people in a world filled with'a nihilistic spirit -of 
defeatism and confronted by militant anti-Christian forces will give | 
common consideration to their high calling and important tasks in the 
world. ; va? etal ites 


Perhaps even more important than the event itself will be all 
the thoughts and prayer which will go into its preparation in youth 
groups throughout the world and then the hundreds and hundreds of echo 
gatherings of Osio which will be held in various parts of the world as 
the delegates return to give their reports. 


Let us pray that the Spirit of the Living God will.open the 
windows of heaven and pour out a great blessing upon this Conference. 


Hens Valley Mission Faces a Crisis 


Hope Yalley was until the outbreak of hostilities in the 
Pacific, located on the Cape Bedford Aboriginal Reserve, North of 
Cooktown in the far north of Queensland. It was founded by Senior 
Flierl while awaiting permission from the Australian authorities to 
enter New Guinea. Since that time it has had its struggles and 
disappointments. But the greatest of all came in 1942, when for 
security reasons the whole of the Mission and staff were evacuated 
to the south of Queensland, and placed together with non Christian 
natives on a government reserve at Woorabinda. 


Not the evacuation itself was the calamity, but the sudden 
change of climate and the loss of the ancestoral home, coupled with 
a feeling of frustration. This feeling was certainly felt by the aged 
missionary Schwarz who for the past fifty years had made his home 
among the natives of Hope Valley. Besides, the different climatic 
and living conditions resulted in a very high death rate. 


And today! homesick hearts still yearn for Hope Valley. Possibly 
they always will, as their old reserve is to become a permanent air 
base. So right here within our own church we have in a very small way 
the problem of displaced persons, that looms up so ominously in this 
war scarred world. But God is even in this crisis and where we see 
no way He has a way. This is the hope that keeps the native of Hope 
Valley from despairing, as they hope soon to have a new home somewhere 
near their old station. 


Former College Becomes Seminar 


Immanuel College, founded as a private institution at Point 
Pass South Australia, might well be regarded as a symbol of the growth 
and expansion of the U.E.L.C.A. For one of the main fruits of the 
Ebenezer merger in 1921 was the establishment of a seminary at 
Tanunda, and the transfer of both institutions to Adelaide in 1923, 
when Angus College North Adelaide was purchased by the Church. The 
church had in the intervening period taken over the full responsibili- 
ties of the institution founded by Pastor Leidig at Point Pass. 
"Immanuel" became a household word. A steady stream of students passed 
through its walls. But what is of greatest importance is that Immanuel 
provided enough pastors to meet local demands. The life of the church 
was as it were reflected in her attainments and progress. 


Then came April 1942 with its drastic telegram from Air Board. 
Immanuel was to be taken over as an air force training school. Ten 
days to find a new school and shift into it! 


But its all over now. "God moves in a mysterious way His wonders 
to perform". A new school was not only found, but students flocked to 
it in record numbers. So that today the average prewar enrollment has 
doubled. And instead of owning one property we now own four. 
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Among these four we again find the old Im-anuel of North Adelaide. 
For with the war over it has again been returned to us, little worse 
for the ware, when one thinks that over ten thousand trainees passed 
through it. It has been returned to take up pride of place among our 
institutions of learning, for General Synod last year decided to make 
it the Seminary of the U.E.L.C.A. Accordingly once the work of re- 
construction has been completed and the tradesmen's hammers have ceased 
to ring, the halls of Immanuel will again resound with the student 
voices of her church. Present indications are that this will come about 
some time in July. It is most fitting that the Seminary which this 
year together with the U.E.L.C.A. celebrates its twenty fifth anni- 
versary, should in its jubilee year move into venerable and suitable 
grounds and buildings. 


Besides housing the seminarists and providing lecture rooms etc. 
for them, Immanuel at North Adelaide will also provide board for the 
D sons of the church who attend lectures at the State University. Here 
surrounded by a Christian atmosphere and guided by the teachers of 
the Seminary, they will have a better opportunity of fitting themselves 
for service in church and state. 


Immanuel "God with us" may that ever be so in all progress that 
the U.E.L.C.A. makes. 


Venture of Faith 


1945 the fiftieth Jubilee year of Immanuel College saw the 
founding of a sister school, St. Peter's in Brisbane, Queensland. That 
district of the church had long felt the need of a school in its midst. 
Immanuel College, North Adelaide, two thousand miles away could not 
fulfill immediate local needs. Hence a drive for & 10,000 was inaugurated. 
Within six months L .20,000 was subscribed, a property of sixteen acres 
bought, a staff engaged and a school opened. Tnis is Queensland's me- 
morial of thanks-offering for gracious protection during the war. The 

@ record enrollment soon showed that the school was not big enough. Thus 
when the new school year opened in February 1946 an additional building 
plus forty acres of land were acquired. Willing hands overcame the 
labour shortage and erected the necessary dormatories and classrooms. 
In this way many hundreds of pounds were saved through voluntary labour. 


Parents seeing the necessity of higher education and feeling that 
only church schools can really fulfill this need, have responded magni- 
ficently, so that in the second year of its existance, despite sub- 
stantial additions, St. Peter's again boasts of a full school. As a 
result the Queensland Synod has voted another 510,000 for purposes of ex- 
pansion and consolidation over the next five years. 


Mr. W. Schneider M.A., Dip. Ed. (London) who spent several terms 
at Columbus U.S.A. is the headmaster at St. Peter's.. 


TO OUR CORRESPONDENTS : - Please send the story of the progress of the 
Lutheran church in your country to Geneva, as often and as promptly as 
possible. The Bulletin has now become the official organ of the Lutheran 
World sot an ana we wish it to be the chann w we can commu- ` 
nicate news ne part of the church to the other. All materials in- 
“eluded can be freely used in the press. You are welcome to make use of it. 
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